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Upcoming Events

March 11
Kindergarten Registration Session 

4:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Demarest Building

March 12
HBOE Meeting 7:00 PM

March 13
Connors Elementary
International Dinner

March 18
Passport to Adult Learning Event #2

Paying Attention to the Signs: 
Understanding Childhood Mental 

Health & Preventing Future Concerns

March 21
Hoboken High School
 Community Dinner

March 22
Brandt PTO 

Multicultural Night

March 23
STEAM Day Event

at Hoboken High School

March 27
College Planning Night at 

Hoboken High School

March 28
Hoboken Middle School 
Community Book Club

March 29
Drama Club Movie Night

Smallfoot

March 10, 2019

Social Media

Digital Backpack
Facebook

Twitter
Mobile Application

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

Since 1987, the month of March has been celebrated nationally 
as Women’s History Month; a month where we join together in 
commemorating and encouraging the study, observance and 
celebration of the vital role of women in American history. I’d like 
to begin this week’s edition of The Herald by recognizing all of the 
amazing women we are fortunate enough to have on our District 
staff, as well as all the bright young women we have the pleasure of 
teaching on a daily basis. I look forward to seeing and sharing all of 
our studies and celebrations over the course of the next few weeks.

With that in mind, I’d like to start by congratulating two of our high 
school students, Gabriellis Delvalle and Rebecca Weintraub, on 
their selection to participate in yesterday’s International Women’s 
Day Celebration in Trenton, hosted by the New Jersey School 
Development Authority. Gabriellis and Rebecca traveled to Trenton 
for a full-day program that included sharing stories of inspiration and 
success with other high school students from around the state. Thank 
you for being such a great example of #TheRedwingWay! 

We learned this week that thirteen Hoboken High School Redwings 
have passed the rigorous AAPPL (Assessment of Performance Toward 
Proficiency in Languages) required to graduate with New Jersey 
Department of Education’s coveted Seal of Biliteracy,  At this time, 
the following students are to be commended: Emily Schoeder, 
Yaire Guzman, Jacob Avelar, Loany Mendoza, Kelsey Armengolt, 
Emily Perez, Serena Roman, Abraham Sepulveda, Osman Mendoza, 
Jerania Roman, Robert Cabrera, Victor Martinez-Sanchez, and Angel 
Quinones.

Hoboken High School’s Debate Team competed in the 2019 St. 
Peter’s University Model United Nations Competition this week, 
alongside 600 students from across the state. There were 9 overall 
awards given out in the entire competition. For the Committee on the 
Status on Women, Rebecca Weintraub and Andrew Paredes won best 
delegation. For the Social, Humanitarian and Cultural Committee, 
Amanda Hichez and Denise Peguero won best delegation. For the 
World Health Organization, Serena Roman and Angelene Veloce won 
honorable mention delegation.  Join me in congratulation the team 
and wishing those traveling to Madrid, Spain next week to compete 
in the Harvard Model Congress International Competition.

The Hoboken High School Guidance Department completed Days 3 
and 4 of the College Explorations Tours program this week. Interested 
juniors and seniors visited Caldwell College and Georgian Court 
University for campus tours, workshop sessions and instant decision 
opportunities. The Redwing upperclassmen added to the $1.8 million 
earned during the first two days of the College Explorations Tours, 
and the $11 million overall earned so far this year. I will share the 
exact numbers with you next week when they come in. 

If you are in the process of preparing a student for college, I highly 
recommend that you attend this month’s College Planning Night at 
Hoboken High School. After a brief presentation, our panel of experts 
that includes counselors and admissions officers from Stevens, Temple 
University, Ramapo College, New Jersey City University and our own 
Hoboken High School Guidance Department, will be on hand to 
answer all of your questions. Special thank you to our entire guidance 
team for all their hard work.

Please help me in congratulating our District Director of Special 
Services, Mr. Mark Mautone on his selection to sit for a panel discussion 
that  aired  on the  TV programs One-on-One with Steve Adubato 
and NJTV’s Caucus New Jersey. This panel was entitled “Autism: A 
Different Way of Thinking.” Mr. Mautone and his fellow panel members 
discussed the range of special services that are accessible, offered 
and delivered between the urban and suburban communities. They 
also addressed topics like educational programming, employment 
opportunities for those with autism, adult living, among others. Way 
to go Mr. Mautone! 

I’d also like to recognize Hoboken High School Theater Teacher Ms. 
Danielle Miller. Ms. Miller has been invited by Arts Ed Now and the 
New Jersey Department of Education to serve on the task force to 
revise Student Learning Standards for the Visual and Performing Arts. 
Danielle’s experience, talent, and passion for the arts will contribute 
greatly to this body of work.

Wallace Elementary Teacher Ms. Stefanie Safko was notified this week 
that three of her Wildcat students were selected to participate in the 
NJSMA Elementary 6th Grade Band Festival on May 4th at South 
Orange Middle School. Congratulations to Jayla Dale (flute), Desiree 
Cirilli (flute), and Teagan Clark (alto sax)!

I have one last special shout out before we get to some important 
upcoming dates. As you may know, Mr. Munoz and Ms. Drumgoole 
from Hoboken High School helped organize a coat drive for those 
in need over the last several weeks. With the help of our amazing 
school community, Hoboken High was able to collect over 200 coats 
for those in need. I’d like to thank Mr. Munoz and Ms. Drumgoole 
for organizing this collection, and I’d like to thank all of you for your 
inspiring generosity.

In case you missed it, we held our first round of Kindergarten 
Registration sessions this week. We have one more session scheduled 
for this Monday, March 11th from 4:00 PM to 8:00 PM at the 
Demarest School location. We also have two sessions scheduled for 
Wednesday, April 3rd. The morning session will be held from 8:30 
AM to 2:30 PM at the Rue Building, and the afternoon session will 
be held from 5:00 PM to 7:30 PM at the same location. Please note 
once again, if your child is currently enrolled in the Hoboken Early 
Childhood Preschool Program, you do not need to register. However, 
we do ask that you let us know if your child will not be attending 
Kindergarten in our district so that we may plan appropriately. For 
more information on Kindergarten Registration, including registration 
dates and locations, required documentation, and more, please visit 
our Student Enrollment Office web page.

On a similar note, our Preschool Registration week will be held the 
first week of April. If you missed the Information Session, you can find 
this year’s presentation on our website. Registration Week will be held 
at the Rue School. For more information including registration dates 
and times, required documentation for registration and to download 
registration packets in advance, please visit our Preschool Enrollment 
web page. Please note, if your child is currently enrolled in our Early 
Childhood Preschool Program, you do not need to re-register.

I encourage you all to attend this week’s Board of Education Meeting, 
to be held on Tuesday, March 12th at 7:00 PM in the Demarest 
Auditorium. We will be honoring the Teachers and Educational 
Support Professionals of the Year, and highlighting our NJ QSAC 
results. All families are welcome to join us.

Be sure to mark your calendars for a full slate of exciting upcoming 
events. First, we have the Connors Elementary School International 
Dinner on March 13th. This was one of our most popular events last 
year. I can’t wait to see what’s in store this year. Next, we have the 
Hoboken High School Community Dinner, scheduled for March 21st 
at 7:00 PM. This event is open to all, with the mission of building 
authentic relationships among neighbors for a more closely-knit 
community. On behalf of the Brandt Elementary School PTO, I’d like 
to invite you to join us in celebrating all of our rich cultures with an 
evening of performances, ethnic cuisine, and crafts at the inaugural 
Brandt Multicultural Night Event. This event will be held at Hoboken 
High School on March 22nd. More details including ticket purchasing 
information can be found in the flyer below. Saturday March 23rd, 
Hoboken High School will be hosting its second annual Day of 
STEAM, featuring Theater Day from 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM and Maker’s 
Day from 12:00 PM - 3:00 PM. Please note, advanced registration 
is required for Theater Day, and registration documentation can be 
found on our website in the Digital Backpack and on our Theater 
Department Page. Maker’s Day is free of charge, and no registration is 
necessary. Hoboken Middle School Principal, Mr. Harold Abraham, is 
hosting a Community Book Club.  Over 90 fifth through eighth grade 
families have signed up to participate. Students, parents, guardians 
and staff will be reading the novel Ghost, by Jason Reynolds and will 
come together for meaningful guided dialogues on March 28th and 
April 25th.

Finally, I’d just like to share with you all that we have updated the Board 
of Education Calendar to reflect this year’s snow days. The updated 
copy of the calendar can be found on the website under Board of 
Education. Barring any more school closings, the last day of school 
will be Thursday, June 20th. The Hoboken High School Graduation 
Ceremony will be held that evening. 

As always, be sure to follow us on Twitter and Facebook for the most 
up to date information on all Hoboken Public School District events 
and announcements. 

Dr. Christine Johnson
Dr. Christine Johnson
Superintendent of Schools
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This week’s College Exploration Tours brought our Redwings to Caldwell College and Georgian 
Court University, where the earned another $1.2 million in Instant Decision scholarship money!

The Hoboken High School Coat Drive was a huge success. We have collected over 200 coats 
for those in need. A special thank you to Demarest, Brandt, and Calabro Schools for donating 

to the drive and a special thank you to Mr. Munoz and Ms. Drumgoole for thier assistance. 
#TheRedwingWay

New Jersey
 High Performing District

Mr. Abraham’s Community Book Club is taking off! Over 90 fifth through eighth grade families have 
signed up to participate. Students, parents, guardians and staff will be reading the novel Ghost, by 

Jason Reynolds and will come together for meaningful, guided dialogues on 
March 28th and April 25th.
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